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Event History… 

In October of 2009, with incredible support from the local, New Hampshire community, Halloween Town was first established on the grounds of Camp Tohkomeupog in Madison, NH.  More than 200 volunteers combined their creative talent to bring to life this uniquely fun and fantastical experience for hundreds of “trick-or-treaters” to enjoy.

· Year one (2009) brought approximately 300 people to explore the haunted pathways of Halloween Town, visiting a series of theatrically transformed cabins in the search for treats… and adventure. 
· Year two (2010) numbers soared, with nearly 1,400 visitors. 
· Year three (2011) Halloween Town brought about 2,000 to this popular event!  

The traditional ability to “trick-or-treat” is somewhat limited in our community, especially in areas where houses are few and far between. Walking the ‘Trick-or-Treat Trail’ at Halloween Town has become known as a safe, entertaining way for kids to celebrate the holiday.  

Aside from the ‘Trick-or-Treat Trail,’ there’s a petting zoo, game area, hot air balloon rides, and a headless horseman (on his horse!).  Many are claiming “It’s better than Halloween night itself!”  
It’s a good, old-fashioned way to have Halloween fun; something to be enjoyed by kids and parents alike!  As such, we look to the generosity of both local businesses and supportive individuals to help us reach our goals.

Event Purpose… 
Halloween Town serves two purposes.   
1. The event raises awareness about The Laura Foundation.  Halloween Town lets the community know about the Foundation’s existence, as well as informs them about the mission, which focuses on individuals living with autism and epilepsy. 

2. It’s also a fund-raiser.  There is no admission to Halloween Town and this includes the ‘Trick-or-Treat Trail’.  To raise money, the Laura Foundation offers a food court and souvenir items. Also, voluntary donations can be given at the event.  Finally, sponsorships for the event are solicited.  

Monies raised at Halloween Town will be used towards satisfying the volunteer run Laura Foundation goals: specifically, the development of an adaptive sports and recreation center, to be located in Madison, NH. While various adaptive sports programs can be found in the Northeast, this center will be the first of its kind based in New England.  It will be used by the disabled population in New Hampshire and Western Maine.  

Thanks to initial fundraising efforts, including Halloween Town, the center currently consists of an outdoor arena for therapeutic horseback riding. Also, an existing building is currently being winterized and is anticipated to be ready for use in the summer of 2012, allowing for programs such as music and art therapy. Next, a barn will be constructed for the horses, which will include an indoor climbing wall.  

Where is Halloween Town…?
Halloween Town is being held on the grounds of Tohkomeupog, a summer camp for boys in Madison, NH.    Tohkomeupog is located at 2151 East Madison Road, near the junction of Eaton Road (Rte.153) and next to King Pine Ski Area.  The camp has a number of cabins transformed into an array of themes.  

Parking: There will be NO parking available at the event itself.  Cars will be directed to park in one of the ski area parking lots, and then participants will be transported by shuttle to Halloween Town.  

Inclement weather: Most of the haunted areas are located inside cabins, protected from the weather.  Carnival games are under a big tent.  Food vendors will also be protected from the weather, or simply moved inside the camp lodge.  However, rides such as the tethered balloon may be suspended.  In 2009, it poured for the event, yet it proved that this is a great event, regardless of Mother Nature’s mood! 
Hours …?
The hours for the 2012 event have yet to be determined.  In 2011, the Food Court, Kid Carnival and Tethered Balloon Rides opened at 3:00 PM, and the gates of the Trick-or-Treat Trail were open at 4:30 PM.  As soon as we have 2012 times established, they will be posted!   
Do we need money to enjoy Halloween Town…?
Thanks to the support we have received from the community, there will be NO admission fee for this event, but there will be opportunities to spend money.  For one, there will be a food court with items such as burgers and dogs, as well as carnival food such as fried onions and apple crisp.  Souvenirs will be for sale.  For a small fee, there will be opportunities to enjoy some rides and festivities.  In 2011, we had a Tethered Hot Air Balloon Ride, as well as a kids’ ride called The Dizzy Dragon!  All proceeds from sales benefit the Laura Foundation.  

Kid Carnival…?
The Kid Carnival will feature a bouncy house, face painting, and an array of carnival type games.  
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Trick-or-Treat Trail’…?
The Trick-or-Treat Trail is an atmospherically lighted pathway guiding “trick-or-treaters” throughout camp to visit a series of themed cabins.  Halloween surprises (candy, knick-knacks) will be offered at each cabin.  This ½ mile long trail leads travelers through 25 cabins (even a haunted house!), transformed into a theme.  In general, the trail is being designed such that cabins become progressively scarier.  
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The “Halloweenie Walk” will visit the first 4 cabins on the trail, designed with our youngest trick-or-treaters in mind.  That is, they will bring fun, rather than fright… and will be appropriate for visitors of all ages.    

The final 4 cabins are the scariest and are located on a separate portion the trail - known as “The Scarea”.  
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It is our hope that Halloween Town will offer kids a safe and entertaining way to enjoy the holiday.  For more information, please contact Steve Harding at Halloween Town Headquarters at 603-367-4010. 
Happy Halloween!!!
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